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Forward 

 

The notes contained in this book have been compiled from years of study and travel to God’s Holy Land, 

Israel. Some of the contents are professor’s notes taken while in seminary classes at the Criswell College of 

Dallas, Texas and during years of Graduate and Postgraduate studies. Many of these notes later became 

parts of the Criswell Study Bible, Believers Study Bible and were most recently published as the Baptist 

Study Bible by Thomas Nelson Publishing Company. 

 

God has led Tony Crisp to assist evangelical Christians all over the world in their walk with God by 

providing a historical, geographical and cultural context to the study of the Bible. He has been studying in 

and about the Holy Land for more than 40 years and is considered to be a leading authority on Israel and its 

history. He is currently expanding his Leadership Institute into developing curriculum for pastors and lay 

leaders that will give them the tools they need to understand the Bible the way its inspired Bible writers 

intended – through the lens of the Hebrew way of life, language, culture and history. 

 

He teaches that every inspired author from Moses to the Apostle John believed that the people to whom 

they were writing understood the language, culture, idioms, illustrations and overall context of the writer. 

Bible students in western culture have primarily read everything through the lens of their own experience, 

not that of the Bible writers; hence the need for a different approach to study. 

 

Tony Crisp is a native Tennessean and has served as an advisor to both public and private educational 

institutions across America in areas of curriculum, public relations and institutional advancement. He has 

served on various committees and boards at every level of denominational life among Southern Baptists and 

is recognized by his peers for his down-home humor and his Biblical approach to leadership. He is known 

across the nation for his clear Bible exposition and ability to teach complex Biblical concepts and make 

those more understandable to the common man. Dr. Crisp serves on the Executive Committee of the 

Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tennessee. Dr. Crisp also serves our national interests as a member 

of the National Council of the American Israel Public Affairs Committee in Washington, D.C. and is the 

Strategic Initiatives Director of the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem - USA, Inc. He is a founding 

partner of the Jerusalem Media Partners and serves as President of True Life Concepts Ministry, Knoxville, 

Tennessee. 
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Introduction 

 

 
What you hold in your hand is a compilation of years of study. This is a work in progress. This work 

is gathered from classroom notes as a student at the Criswell College in Dallas, completing Graduate 

studies at the University, in Postgraduate work, and completing a terminal degree. These have been 

compiled from materials written over the years to help the churches served by the author and the 

people who have been ministered to in America and on trips to the Middle East to better understand 

God’s Word. Notes on the people, places, events, dates and timelines are all materials used while 

touring and studying in Israel and other Biblical lands. 

 
I am privileged to have sat under the teaching of W.A. Criswell, my first mentor, who was the Pastor 

of the First Baptist Church of Dallas. He founded what is now the Criswell College. Criswell says 

this of redemption: 

 
“The Bible is a book of redemption. It is that or nothing at all. It is not a book of history, 

science, anthropology or cosmogony. It is a book of salvation and deliverance for lost 

mankind. The idea in the word ‘redemption’ is two-fold: it refers to deliverance; and it refers 

to the price paid for that deliverance, a ransom. We are redeemed from the penalty of sin and 

from the power of Satan and evil by the price Jesus paid on the cross for us; and we are 

redeemed to a new life of love by the appropriation of that atonement for our sins. 

 
The whole of the Bible – whether the Old Testament or the New Testament – looks to the 

mighty redemptive atonement of Christ. His blood sacrifice is the ransom paid for our 

deliverance. He took our sinful nature upon Himself in order that He might satisfy the 

demands of the Law. His sacrifice is accepted as the payment for the debt the sinning man 

owes to God, and His death is accepted as the full payment for man’s deliverance.” 

 
The material is designed to be assimilated by the learner and then taught. PowerPoint 

presentations are available and may be used to aid the teacher and the student in teaching and 

comprehension. My prayer is that this will be of inestimable value to you as you study The Story of 

the Crimson River. 

Dr. Tony Crisp 

President, True Life Concepts Ministry 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
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Dedication 

 

 

 

This book is dedicated to my dear friends, Donald “Jabo” and 

Tammy Francis, who over the years have enabled me to minister 

as I have. They have supported me prayerfully and financially. I 

could not have done what I have been able to do in the United 

States and around the world in preaching the gospel and 

teaching the truth of God’s Word to thousands without their 

support and help. 

 

Thank you and I love you from the depths of my heart. 
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“ 

“latter day” prophesies · 70, 122 

1 

1 and 2 Chronicles · iii, 20, 21, 66, 69, 70, 116 

1 and 2 Kings · 20, 66, 69, 116 

1 and 2 Samuel · ii, 20, 58, 116 

1051 – 931 BC · See Ten Time Periods 

1375 – 1051 BC · See Ten Time Periods 

1400 – 1375 BC · See Ten Time Periods 

1500 – 1400 BC · See Ten Time Periods 

2 

2100 – 1500 BC · See Ten Time Periods 

3 

331 BC · 75, 77 

333 BC · 21, 74, 75, 77, 86, 116 

4 

400 years · 36, 43, 74 

478 BC · 72 

5 

516 BC · 72, 126, 146 

520 BC · 72, 126 

536 BC · 72 

539 – 400 BC · See Ten Time Periods 

539 BC · 21, 70, 116 

586 – 535 BC · See Ten Time Periods 

586 – 539 BC · See Ten Time Periods 

586 BC · 20, 69, 86, 116, 117, 126, 134, 145, 146 

6 

63 BC · 22, 74, 75, 87, 116, 146 

7 

722 – 586 BC · See Ten Time Periods 

722 BC · 20, 66, 69, 116, 117, 126, 133, 145 

9 

931 – 722 BC · See Ten Time Periods 

A 

a man “after God’s own heart” · 58 

Aaron · 34, 44, 128 

Abel · 29, 30, 129 

Abomination of Desolation · 79 

Abraham · i, 10, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 55, 74, 76, 

82, 85, 90, 103, 119, 120, 124, 126, 127, 128, 129, 

130, 146 

Abram · 33, 34, 36, 127, 128 

Absalom · 58, 60, 120 

Acacia · 46 

Acts · 3, 12, 13, 47, 53, 59, 61, 80, 90, 91, 92, 102, 103, 

123, 136, 138 

Adam · i, 2, 10, 27, 29, 30, 82, 90, 126, 127, 129 

afikomen · 98, 101 

agape love · 37 

Ahab and Jezebel · 66, 120 

Alexander the Great · 74, 75, 87 

Alexandria in Egypt · 77 

allegory · 9, 11 

Amarna · 18 

Amos · 67, 68, 117, 118, 123, 133, 143, 145 

analogy · 10 

Antigonus · 78, 79 

apocalypse · 111 

Apostle Paul · 4, 6, 11, 82, 89, 96 

Aramaic · 17, 87 

archaeological findings · 18 

Asher · 33, 41, 42, 129 

Asia Minor · 77, 78, 111 

assumed · 7, 8 

assumptions · 8, 11 

Assyria · iv, 66, 68, 69, 124, 125, 126, 143, 145 

atonement · See Primary Symbolism 

Augustus · iii, 76, 88, 89 

autographs · 3, 4 
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B 

Babylon · iv, 5, 67, 69, 70, 75, 95, 113, 125, 126, 143, 

144, 145, 146, 148 

Babylonian Period · 21, 116 

Babylonians · 68, 69, 86, 125 

Badger skins · 46 

baptized · 12, 13 

Barak · 56 

Basic Presuppositions · i, 2, 3 

Bathsheba · 58, 60, 62, 120 

belief system · 2, 5 

Benjamin · 40, 41, 56, 59, 85, 86, 129 

Bethlehem · 60, 80, 83, 84, 85, 89 

between the Testaments · iii 

Between the Testaments · iii, 75, 77 

bikkurim · 52 

Bilhah · 42 

blowing of the trumpet · 53 

Boaz · 54, 55 

British Mandate Period · 23, 116 

Burnt Offering · 50 

Byzantine Period · 22, 116 
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Joseph · 40, 41, 43, 76, 83, 85, 89, 124, 129, 130 
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matsot · 52 

Matthew · iii, 3, 35, 54, 55, 76, 83, 84, 90, 91, 92, 93, 96, 

101, 108, 120, 123, 150, 151 

matzo bread · 98 

Melchizedek · 34, 128, 129 
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Pharisees · 80, 81, 94, 105, 107, 151 

plagues · 44, 100, 119 

plain sense · 9, 10, 11 

Political Developments · iii, 77 

Pompey · 75, 79, 146 

Pontius Pilate · 89 

Prayer Shawl · iv, 148, 150, 151 

pre-authenticated · 6 

precept · 15 

Primary Characters · i, ii, iv, 29, 31, 33, 39, 119, 126 

primary symbolism · 45 

Primeval Period · 18, 19, 27, 29, 31, 116, 117, 130 

principle · 10, 15 

Proconsuls · 88 
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Sabbatical years · 77 

Sacrificial System · ii, 44 

Sadducees · 80, 81, 94 

Samaria · 68, 124, 143, 145 
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